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“l came to play” Basketball Camp

- Building “Bridges” and Transcending Boundaries through Power of Sport and Play -
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http://www.icametoplay.org/

Daily Sports Set-Up:

-3 P $ Upon arrival, each team will be evenly divided into participants from the
seven regions and coached by two professional basketball players. Accommodation of the kids will be

done according to teams (teams will live together).

)45 I'$ Each camper will be provided with the same “camp” team gear (jerseys, shorts,

socks, sweats, and shoes) for the equality among the kids is of the utmost importance.

)3 1 ) %$ In the morning practice sessions campers will move from "station-to-
station" drills and work on various individual exercises (designed to improve their basketball skills) with
professional basketball players; In the afternoons teams will play each other in different competitions.
Each camp day will close with different sponsor awards being handed out to the winning team and

individuals, with special team awards for sportsmanship and fair play.
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7:30 -Wake up

8:00 - Breakfast

9:00 - Warm-up/Basketball Clinic conducted by professional basketball players
10:00 - Basketball Skills and Drills

12:00 -Motivational Speeches/lectures/workshops; leisure time with professional basketball
players, camp guests, academics, etc...

13:00 - Lunch Break

14:00 - Campers: Free Time/ Staff: Media Availability

15:30 - Stretching/Warm-up with professional basketball players
16:00 - Games—Team’s competitions

19:00 - Dinner

20:00 - Basketball Videos/

21:30 - Lights out for the campers
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Conflict Resolution Conference:
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TV Crew and Media Production:
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Spin off - Project’s Sustainability:
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“Play”- Sports Humanitarian Organization:
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Rationale:

“It is easier to smash an atom than a prejudice” (Tal-Or, Boninger, Gleicher, p.96)

Peace education programs share a common general objective; they aim to promote changes

that will make the world a better, more humane place (Bar Tal, p. 28).

Sport can play an important role in "teaching real life lessons" and imparting skills and values.
And it is for this reason that sport is an important part of peace education. Sports, while encouraging
individual growth and the development of human potential in young individuals, provides a particularly
good way of learning and practicing fairness as a key qualification. The following text provides a
academic rationale and an overview of the role that sport and fair play can play in promoting peace

education.

Sport has also been successfully implemented as part of the reconciliation process that is
necessary at the end of violent conflicts. In particular for ethno-political conflicts, sport offers a way of
bringing people together from both sides of the conflict who would otherwise have little opportunity of
meeting up and getting to know each other without the concrete reason that sport offers. It has an
unparalleled ability to overcome barriers of language, politics and religion and as such, is a powerful tool

in the modern day challenge of peace building.

Whilst encouraging honesty, solidarity, mutual understanding, respect and interaction between
the youths; team sport like basketball nurtures the atmosphere of teamwork and provides an ideal

avenue to cooperation between people of diverse cultural and religious backgrounds.

“l came to Play” aspires in encouraging long lasting friendships between the youths in the
region through participation in a summer program comprised of sporting, educational and cultural

activities.

“l came to Play” project aims at using the game of basketball to unite and educate the young
people in the region; and by forming positive relationships and developing leadership skills help them to
bridge the divides in their communities, lead healthy-constructive lives and consequently improve their
futures. It aims at using basketball as a universal instrument for social change while promoting ethical

behavior and good sportsmanship.



Projected participation, endorsements and visits from internationally acclaimed organizations,
athletes and academics are intended to help direct public attention and raise awareness in the region;
while creating atmosphere of anticipation, excitement and consequently wide local and international

media coverage intended for the “I came to Play” camp itself and our pool of sponsors and supporters.
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Vision of “I came to Play” camp aims at installing values like Fair Play, teamwork, respect,
commitment, compassion, leadership and integrity while connecting and stressing the
of its campers through the universal power of sport and play. “/ came to Play” sets goals of inspiring
and influencing young people, some of them, future leaders in the region, with the culture of peace,

tolerance, open-mindedness in all the countries in the region / % ! " 9 (to

develop a large network of graduates who will act as potential "bridges" and tolerance agents in their

respective communities.

“Children who play together can learn to live together” (Peace Players International)



